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Early Voting Information and Resources 
 
The Early Voting Information Center Website and Blog 

 
http://www.earlyvoting.net 

 
EVIC Absentee and Early Voting Laws Database This site, maintained by EVIC, provides 
information on the voting laws of all fifty states. 

 
http://earlyvoting.net/states/abslaws.php 

 
NASS Surveys on Early/Absentee Voting Laws 
 
  http://nass.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=71&Itemid=217 
 
Election Administration Information at the Pew Center on the States 
 
  http://www.pewcenteronthestates.org/electionline_info.aspx?category=admin 
 
Election Updates This blog provides new research, analysis and commentary on election 
reform, voting technology, and election administration.  
 

http://electionupdates.caltech.edu 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Early Voting Laws and Language: 

Variation Across States 
 

The following excerpts provide an example of how much early voting legislation can vary across states. 
The bill from New York requires that early voting be made available to the public but is relatively vague 
about instruction and procedure. The excerpt from the Texas Election Code provides an example of 
legislation that is more specific and direct in its requirements. 

 
New York Bill No. A03315 

 
1. No sooner than seven business days and up to and including the day prior to any general, 
primary or special election for any public or party office, persons duly registered to vote for 
candidates for such office may vote by paper ballot for a candidate for such office, and such early 
voting practice shall take place at person`s county board of elections, or an alternative location or 
locations as otherwise designated by and through a county board of elections under the powers 
granted pursuant to this section on or before the effective date of this section. 
 
2. Such voting procedure shall be monitored and administered by two duly designated persons, one 
from each major political party, and such voting shall follow and conform to all other procedures, 
measures and requirements of casting a vote by a voting machine as prescribed pursuant to this 
chapter. All votes cast within the early voting period shall be counted within twenty‐four hours of 
the polls closing on election day and in the same manner as prescribed in article nine of this 
chapter. The results or tabulation of votes cast during an early voting period shall not be made 
before the close of all polling places on election day and results shall be reported by precinct.  
Ballots used in early voting shall be, as nearly as practicable, the same form as those used on 
election day. 
 
http://assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?bn=A03315 

 
Excerpt from Texas Statutes: Election Code Sec. 85.062  
 

In a primary election, the general election for state and county officers, or a special election to fill a 
vacancy in the legislature or in congress: 
(1)  The commissioners court of a county with a population of 400,000 or more shall establish one 
or more early voting polling places other than the main early voting polling place in each state 
representative district containing territory covered by the election, except that the polling place or 
places shall be established in the state senatorial or congressional district, as applicable, in a 
special election to fill a vacancy in the office of state senator or United States representative; 
(2)  The commissioners court of a county with a population of 120,000 or more but less than 
400,000 shall establish one or more early voting polling places other than the main early voting 
polling place in each commissioners precinct containing territory covered by the election; and 
(3)  The commissioners court of a county with a population of 100,000 or more but less than 
120,000 shall establish one or more early voting polling places as described by Subdivision (2) in 
each precinct for which the commissioners court receives in time to enable compliance with 
Section 85.067 a written request for that action submitted by at least 15 registered voters of that 
precinct. 
 
For the full text of the Code see http://tlo2.tlc.state.tx.us/statutes/el.toc.htm (Sec. 85) 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


